Testimony of the Michigan Campaign Finance Network on HIR GG
House Elections and Ethics Committee, June 4, 2014

Chairwoman Lyons and Members of the Committee:

I testify in opposition to House Joint Resolution GG for one reason: Unless, and until, the drawing of
representative districts is removed from the control of overtly partisan actors, election of members of
the State Board of Education by district is likely to result in representation that does not reflect the
collective will of voters of this state.

lllustrate this concern by including with my testimony a chart of effective vote for the last eight election
cycles in Michigan. The effective vote metric represents the percentage of the representative delegation
won by each party divided by the percentage of the vote won by each party. In a pure democracy the
effective vote for both parties would be 1.00. That is, the percentage of the representative delegation
and the percentage of the vote should be the same, for each party.

The table clearly shows that deviation from an effective vote of 1.00 for both parties is greater for larger
representative districts. That is, deviation is smallest for the Michigan House and greatest for the
Michigan delegation to the U.S. House. That is because there are more opportunities to make choices in
drawing district lines that yield partisan advantage in larger districts.

The greatest deviation from representation reflecting votes occurred in the 2012 vote for delegates to
the U.S. House of Representatives, when Republican votes literally yielded twice as much representation
as Democratic votes: an effective vote of 1.41 for Republicans, and an effective vote of 0.70 for
Democrats. That was a stunningly effective partisan gerrymander.

It goes without saying that representative districts for the Michigan Board of Education would be larger
than Michigan’s U.S. House districts, because there would be fewer of them. Therefore, opportunity for
perversion of the voters’ collective will would be greater than it was in the 2012 U.S. House vote.

I'urge you to set this resolution aside. Your energies would be better spent by passing a resolution to
place the function of drawing representative district lines in the hands of a commission that is
disinterested from partisan political outcomes.

Smcerel% p Q
%b

Richard L. Robinson
Executive Director
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